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DARTINGTON SOCIAL RESEARCH UNIT 
 

Centre for Social Policy 
 

Fellows Meeting 
 

Tuesday 15th November and Wednesday 16th November 2016 
 
 

PROGRAMME 
 
 

Speakers: 
 

Joyce Moseley 
CSP Fellow 

 
Áine Rose Kelly 
University of Oxford 

 
Paul Bywaters 

University of Coventry 
 

Brid Featherstone 
University of Huddersfield 

 
Kate Morris 

University of Sheffield 
 

Roy Parker 
CSP Fellow 
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Day 1 
Tuesday 15th November 2016 
 
1.00pm Lunch at Dartington Hall  

 
2.00pm          18-24 year olds –  

                 Are they Children, Adults or in a World of  their 
Own?                

 
Joyce Moseley 

CSP Fellow 
 
Recent research shows that young adults are distinct, on a sometimes difficult 
journey to maturity and should be approached differently. Shakespeare got it 
right! 

• Neurological research identifies that brain development continues into early 
adulthood; the human brain is not ‘mature’ until the early to mid-twenties. 

• Psychological research identifies ‘temperance’ (the ability to evaluate 
consequences and control impulsivity) as the significant maturity factor; lack 
of temperance continues to influence behaviour throughout young adulthood. 

• Sociological research identifies that the accepted milestones of adulthood – a 
job, leaving home, establishing a family – now happen on average seven 
years later than in the 1970s. 
 
However, many young adults, especially those without supportive families or 
with additional problems, face a cliff edge when they reach 18, the age they 
legally become an adult. These findings have major policy and practice 
implications for public services.  
 
The Transition to Adulthood Alliance (www.t2a.org.uk) which Joyce chairs 
has, for ten years, commissioned research, developed good practice and 
campaigned for policy changes in the criminal justice system with increasing 
success.  
 
 
3.30pm Tea break 
 
4.00pm The effects of perceived early childhood 

attachment on the eating behaviour of separated 
children 

  
Áine Rose Kelly 

Researcher (and care leaver) 
Department of Education 
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University of Oxford 
 
The presentation will discuss findings from a study that compared the eating 
behaviour of looked after young children and their non-looked after peers with 
a focus on the role of their perceived early childhood attachments. 
Respondents completed a questionnaire about their perceived and 
unresolved attachment to their main caregiver during early childhood (0-5 
years), their level of picky eating and food disgust and the meaning they 
ascribed to food. 
 
5.00pm           CSP Annual General Meeting 
 
7.00pm       Dinner - Dartington Hall 
 
Overnight accommodation – Dartington Hall 
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Day 2 
Wednesday 16th November 2016 
 
9.00am Identifying and Understanding Inequalities in Child 

Protection Intervention Rates: a comparative study 
of the four UK nations. 

 
Paul Bywaters  
Coventry University 
 
Brid Featherstone  
Huddersfield University 
 
Kate Morris 
University of Sheffield. 
 

Introduction, methodology and main quantitative findings. 
 
10.30am  Coffee 
 
11am Continuing discussion: 
Findings from studies of practice and decision-making in a number 
of local authorities and the wider issue of how to promote 
alternative ways of framing discussions of child protection. 
 
Building on a pilot study in the West Midlands, a UK-wide research team 
funded by the Nuffield Foundation is examining inequalities in the proportion 
of children on child protection plans (or registers) or who are being looked 
after in out-of-home care between the four UK countries and between local 
authorities within the four countries. The aims include establishing inequality 
as a lens through which to investigate child protection systems, creating valid 
methods to compare rates of intervention between and within countries, and 
understanding the role of key factors in explaining inequalities in rates, 
especially deprivation, ethnicity and structural patterns affecting local authority 
practices. The presentations will be designed to promote discussion of the 
underlying ideas behind the research, methodological complexities involved in 
the quantitative and integrated approaches being tested, emerging findings 
and what they have to say about the direction of children’s services and the 
nature of the discourse about child protection.  
 
The Social Work and Health Inequalities Network web page is 
http://blogs.coventry.ac.uk/swhin 
To join the Child Welfare Inequalities Network go to www.jiscmail.ac.uk and 
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search for ChildWelfareInequalities or email Paul directly. 
 
At some point in the morning’s discussion, Roy Parker (CSP 
Fellow) will outline the historical background to the contrasting 
approaches to child care policy and practice in the four UK 
countries 
 
12.30  Lunch and depart 
 
 


